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THE JOURNAL 
Dear Friends, 
 
I am leaving on May 12th for a three month sabbatical.  Many people have asked me where I’m  
going and what I’ll be studying. Will I stay in contact -- facebook or blog?  Others want to know 
who is going to do pastoral care and preaching  while I’m away.   Still others want to know if I will 
stay when I come back. 
 

First and most importantly:  while I am away, the Rev. Jessica Young Brust will be leading  
worship/preaching.  She will also be available for pastoral care -- especially emergency pastoral 
care!  To reach her simply call the church office at 926-1476.  If no one answers,  listen for the 
message which will direct you to her cell phone.  She is looking forward to serving her church family 
with her awesome pastoral care -- please give her the chance!    
 
You may also call our Alan Sommers, the President of the Congregation.   
His number is: 929-6552.  He will be able to direct you to the right person.   
 
I will be learning about the Labyrinth for five weeks this summer.  Some of the time I will be learning 

about it in France at Chartres Cathedral.  In June I will be in Massachusetts for four weeks 
learning both Yoga and about the Labyrinth.  During most of July I will be at home resting and 
reflecting.   I hope to return on August 13th rested and revived!  

 
   Upon the advise of the Lilly Foundation (who is funding this renewal time), I will not be  
   in contact with you while I am away -- with one important exception:  I have asked to be      
   told if someone dies, so that I can be in touch with the family (if I am in the country.)   
 
 I won’t post blogs or on facebook (most likely), nor check my emails!  They are serious     
   about me really getting away! 
 
* Finally, am I planning to stay upon return?  The answer is yes, I am.  I hope to stay as long as I can 
and as long as you want me.  Of course, none of us can predict the future, but to remain here is my 
desire and hope. 
  
My first stop is Montreat, North Carolina for a week of personal retreat.  I hope you will be  
praying for me.  I will always pray for you. 
       
Peace,  Katie 



 

 

That’s right, we’re bringing it back…   
 

The HILAROUSLY FUN ST. JOHN’S ROAD RALLY!! 
 

For those who don’t remember or have not had the pleasure of attending our past road rallies, here’s the 
scoop. 

 
  Well, it’s as easy as signing up and meeting at the church parking lot after service on Sunday May 15th.  We 

will work in teams of four people to a vehicle. You can sign up as a team or teams will be assembled on 
Rally Day.  Our first stop will be at the Port Drive-in on Calumet Road, where we will fill our tanks with hot 
dogs and root beer floats. The rest of the instructions will be given out at that time.  While the exact nature 

of the rally is a closely-guarded secret, here are some things you can count on: 
 

You will have fun. 
It is not a race, and fast driving isn’t required.  All traffic laws are obeyed. 

You will laugh. 
It will take place entirely in Porter County, and will not require travel to any major city in the US or Canada.  

You do not need your visa (or MasterCard) 
Each team will need 1 digital camera (or phone that can take pictures) 

More fun. 
It requires little physical effort, no more than the amount of energy required by a teen to drag his/herself 

out of bed on a Saturday morning.  
Fun child care will be provided at the church. 

Way, way too much fun! 
 

Mark it on your calendar – Sunday May 15th.  
Sign-up in the Narthex or Email the Church  

office@sjuchurch.org  
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Be a Steward 
For 363 days of the year, it is the blessing and honor of the Property 
& Maintenance Committee and a dozen or so others to care for this 
building.  It is a labor of love, and we are joyful as stewards of this 
building.  Once in the spring and again in the fall, the Property Com-
mittee provides an opportunity for all of the members and friends of 
St John’s United Church to join us in serving God by caring for His 
temple.  We invite you to share in the joy on Saturday, May 14th from 
8:00AM to 12:00 noon.   

 

There is something for everyone.  For you outdoor types, we will be 
planting flowers, weeding and spreading mulch.  For those of you 
who prefer the comfort of the indoors, you can serve by vacuuming, 
dusting, washing windows.  For those with small children, you can 
work while your children take a trip to the playground.  For those of 
you with older children you can watch while your teens joyfully do 
chores they won’t do at home.   

 

The real beauty of this stewardship opportunity, beyond glorifying 
our Lord, is that -- whether for an hour or for 4 hours -- you can hon-
or God by doing chores that you all do regularly at home.   

 

You don’t need to prepare or study.  You don’t need to buy anything 
or spend any money.  All we ask you to do is come and serve for a 
while – an hour if that’s all you have.   

 

The committee is praying for the following [and we invite you to pray 
with us] – Dear Lord, We ask for your blessing on our work.  Send 
your Holy Spirit and touch the hearts of all who worship and fellow-
ship in this building.  Inspire us to good stewardship.  Lift us up and 
bring us closer to you. In Jesus’ name, amen”    

 

Now go mark Saturday, May 14th on your calendar!     

May 14May 14May 14th  th  th  EventsEventsEvents   

Green Garden 

Planting 
 

 
Anyone and everyone can help 

plant our organic garden on our 
empty green space.   

The site will be prepared and 
ready for planting. 

Kids especially welcome!   
We will begin at 9 am. 



 

 

From Our Sunday School Class Rooms…. 

 Save the Date: May 22nd is our Annual Sunday School Park Day!  

  

To enjoy our final day of Sunday School for the year, the children and their parents will 
be meeting at church and heading over to Friendship Park together at 9:15 am 

Please bring water for your children and be sure they dress in casual clothes and tennis 
shoes for running and climbing. Also, if parents could plan to spread out a bit around the 
playground to help supervise the children, that would 

work well!  

  

We look forward to seeing everyone  

together one before breaking for the summer!  

 For questions please contact Michele Beck at  

metoo223@frontier.com or 926-2078.  

Women’s Guild 
Women’s Guild will meet on  

Wednesday, May 4, at 12 noon. 
“Remember When” is our theme for 
the day. Everyone attending is asked 

to bring a baby picture of yourself and 
reminisce about your childhood. This 
will be a BYOL (Bring Your Own Lunch) 

event—please bring a sack lunch. 

  
The mission items we will collect this 
month for Hilltop House are fig bars, 

pretzels, animal cookies,  

vanilla wafers, and graham crackers. 
  

All women are invited and encouraged to 
bring a friend. 

Hope Circle 

Hope Circle will meet on Tuesday, May 10, at 7 p.m. 
Carol Michaels will host us at her home, 739 Coffee 
Creek Road. In this final lesson in our journey through 
Revelation, we will come to the awesome recognition 
that God is coming to us. Despite the fact that Revela-
tion contains its share of frightening images designed 

  May Events! 

Music Ministry 

St. John's Music Ministry will celebrate its  

fifth annual "Choir Sunday" during  

worship on Sunday, May 1. This service will feature  

special music by the Chancel Choir and Chime Choir, plus   

organ and piano music by our church musician, Carey Scheck. 

See you there!  

 

Look Ahead for June 5th.  

If you have or had parents, you are invited to  

attend the Mother/Father Brunch on June 5 after 
church service.  (Sign up sheet in hall.)  Delicious 
breakfast will be served by your deacons.  Please 

bring pictures of your mother and/or father.   

Looking forward to seeing you on June 5!  
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Hey Youth Group! 

Confiirmation Class 

Tuesday May 3rd, 

Confirmation  Sunday May 8th! 

Congratulate and Pray for Matt, Luke, and Trevor. 

Park Day 

The last day of Sunday School is May 22nd. 

To clebrate the year together, we will be taking the 

kids over to Dunes Friendship Land. 

We would ask the youth group to help keep an eye on 

the younger ones and to help the little kids have good, 

safe, fun! 

If you have any questions feel free to contact  

Brandon Long (219) 983-2866 

Brandon.long18@gmail.com 

Pizza Game Night 

Come hang out for a night of fun and games. 

We will also have a short devo. 

Bring a friend! 

May 20th 6 pm-9 pm 



 

 



 

 

United Church of Christ and 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

March 2011 Journal 

 

SUNDAYS AT ST. JOHN’S 

Sunday School for all ages  

begins at 9:15  

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.  

(child care provided)  

OFFICE HOURS 

8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m . 

Monday through Friday 

225 West Lincoln Avenue 

Chesterton, Indiana 46304 

Phone: 219-926-1476 

Email: office@sjuchurch.org 

 

St. John’s UNITED Church 

 

               Under Construction! 

Dick Michaels               5/1 Tim Pell                     5/16 

Tom Lesar                     5/2 Kelly Lesar               5/22 

Lonnie Gillis                 5/6 Barbara Bolesch        5/23 

Bob Misiuk                    5/6 Nate Kravitz              5/24 

Jacob Havner                 5/8 Mary Doane              5/26 

Katilyn Swickard          5/12 Steve Handlon           5/27 

Lisa Misiuk                   5/16 Eric Camel                 5/31 

Construction on the kitchen and  bathrooms will 

begin the fist week of May.   

We will post weekly construction updates in the 

weekly announcements.  

You can also check the construction and regular 

announcements on the church website at 

www.sjuchurch.org. 

 


