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Menu 
Meatloaf, mashed potatoes with brown 
gravy, California medley with cheese 

sauce, bread, and dessert. 
 

All are welcome!  

Free Community Dinner 

Sunday, November 4th 

4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Thanksgiving Baskets for Needy  
Families in Gary 

 
Look for the “Thanksgiving Turkey” to visit us on 

Sunday, November 4th during announcements. The 
Noisy Offering will go toward the gift of fresh  

turkeys for the Thanksgiving Basket Give-away at 
Trinity United Church of Gary.   

The Turkey asks that everyone donate cans of green 

beans, corn, cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes, and 
boxes of Jiffy cornbread mix and macaroni & cheese.  

 Donation boxes, decorated by our church school 
children, are  in the hallway to receive your  

donations.   
The last day to collect donations will be  

Sunday, November 18. 
   

 
Gobble! Gobble! Thank you! Sincerely, the Mission Committee 

Sunday, November 11
th 

is 

Enjoy a catered luncheon following 

worship service by submitting your 

reservation card by November 4th. 

 
In observance of  

Thanksgiving, the office will 
be closed  

Thursday and Friday  
November 22nd and 23rd. 

 On Sunday, November 
4th at 2:00 a.m.  
Daylight Savings  

Time ends.   
Don’t forget to move 

your clocks back. 

Food Baskets 

You are invited to assist the Worship  
Committee in decorating the sanctuary for  
Advent on November 25th after worship.   
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Dear St. John’s United, 

There are two major projects underway at St. John’s United Church that I would like to briefly explore.  

One has to do with money: how do we, as a church, empower one another to give back to God?  One has 

to do with stories: how do we, as a church, empower one another to tell our life’s stories with authenticity 

and faith? 

 

I use the word “empower,” because all too often, we don’t feel able to do the things that we want.  All too 

often, we feel powerless in the face of the vast world, filled with pain, wickedness and injustice.  One way 

to respond to the world is to curl up into a fetal position.  One thing that I learned in my days in Minnesota 

winters was that we stay warmer when we stand up straight, rather than hunch over as if under the weight 

of winter.  The church can be a place of empowerment, where people are empowered by God and one  

another to stand up and truly be themselves. 

 

The church offers a unique story to tell, a story that saves lives.  At our inaugural Truth event, the theme 

was fear, and the stories were moving and heartfelt.  Thanks to Rory McMahan, Jessica Young Brust and 

Sue Klett, as well as all of you who filled out the prompt cards about fear.  At the storytelling event, I also 

included a reading from our Scriptures.  The fear I identified in the Book of Job is the fear that God is  

unjust.  The event was both familiar and new, with ancient and modern stories, music and prayer. 

 

The Truth event was a great start to a major project of reaching out in a regularly scheduled way in to a 

new crowd.  In 2019, we plan on having these on the last Sunday of each month. 

 

That same morning, our elder for stewardship, Tim Pell, told a story from his teenage years and how it 

changed his perception of relationships.  His changed perception has led him to be active in church life 

and to give back financially to God through the church.  This Fall, we will be asking everyone in the  

congregation to give back financially to God as best as they are able.  This is not merely trying to run a 

solvent church—although the amount each person estimates for giving will certainly determine the scope 

of ministry that St. John’s United will be able to do.  More importantly, this is empowering the people in 

the church to be part of the unfolding story of God through an economic contribution.  When we ask how 

much God has done for us, giving back 2% or 4% or even 10% does not sound so radical. 

 

What are the stories that we tell over and over?  In church, we might hear about Abraham and Sarah in 

their old age, or Moses in the wilderness, or Jesus and his healing power.  What are the stories others tell 

about you?  That you are generous or cranky, a good cook or a lousy one, a person in good health or a 

chronic sufferer?  What do people say about St. John’s United?  If we are truly a group of generous  

people, we will be able to fund the unfolding story of Christ in exciting and fulfilling ways.  And our story 

has the power to save lives. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Pastor Aaron 
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HOPE 

 

 

 

St. John’s United Church of Christ and the  
Presbyterian Church of the Dunes began its 

"shared ministry" on Sunday, September 6, 1970.  

 

Westchester Meals is always reaching out 
to those in need. If you know of a family  
member, friend, or even a neighbor living 
in Westchester Township and is in need of 

meals, please call the church office. 

 Hope Circle is Tuesday,  
November 13th at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Hope Circle will now meet at  
St. John’s in the Yoder room  

each month. 

For more information, please contact Sue Klett. 
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Income Expenses Net Income

Income & Expenses
As of September 2018

Pledges are 
over by $2,069

Albert Jackson  November 08 
Kathleen Miller  November 10 
Landon Langston  November 12 
Kathryn Strickland  November 15 
Chris Thornton  November 16 
Stella Foster  November 17 
Jonas Vagenius November 17 
Jim Read  November 22 
Heidi Vardeman  November 23 
Sadi Charlson  November 24 
Samantha Read  November 24 
Lynda Fowler  November 25 
Phyllis Simmons  November 26 
Madeline Matthys  November 29 
Kurt Young Brust  November 29 

 

We are so very grateful to those who pitched in 

on Fall Clean-up Day. A special thank you goes 

out to Troop 908 for all their hard work as well. 

Troop 908 

Ladies, please bring a snack to share. 
 

Our study continues using the book, Pew Sisters,  
and will be led by Sheila Gardner 

 



 

The Journal   November  2018 

 

 

 

 

 

The upcoming Advent Dinner is set for December 2nd. I will be approaching people to take part in this   
St. John’s Family event. If you have not attended past Advent dinners, I will take a moment to touch upon 
this event. 
 
It has become a tradition with our church family and has been enjoyed by many. Our Advent Dinner is 
patterned after a format for the church family to celebrate Advent. Together we will share worship,  
singing, and a meal. We will create something special for the season and for others. We will light our  
Advent candles. 
 
The first segment will start in the sanctuary with readings, scripture, and songs. These will be based upon 
Hope, Joy, Peace, and Love. We will close with a children’s Christmas story by Pastor Aaron and a prayer 
for our meal.  
 
The second segment will consist of moving to different stations to participate in several events. These 
may be signing cards to our homebound, icing cookies for our homebound as well as your dessert, or  
creating a frame for your Advent photo. You will spend 15-20 minutes at each station. As dinner time  
approaches, you will be advised of time remaining to finish your projects. 
 
The third segment will be the lighting of our Advent wreath and votive and singing “This Little Light of 
Mine” followed by the sharing of a meal and fellowship. 
 
The evening will start at 4:00 p.m. and should conclude by 6:30 p.m. 
 
Watch for sign-up sheets in the narthex. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Peter DeWitt 
 
 

Advent Dinner 
Sunday, December 2 

4:00 p.m. 



Meet the “Walking Warriors” 
We thank you for participating in the Alzheimer's  

Association Walk to end Alzheimer's on  
Saturday, October 6th.   

The October Joyful Noisy  
Offering collected $205.30  

towards the Alzheimer’s  
Association. 

 

We would also like to thank  
Emerson Stobbe and the  

members of  the Chesterton 
High School Interact Club who 
also participated in the walk. 
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Church Meeting Minutes 
Each month our church committees meet to help improve our church in many ways. 

We will try to keep you updated on the exciting events happening in our church.  
 

 
 
Christian Education (CYM): 
 
 The Christmas Pageant has been chosen. 
 
Deacons: 
 
 The Community Dinner will be November 4th.  
 Birthdays will be celebrated on November 4th. 
 
Fellowship:  
 
 The Advent Dinner will be Sunday, December 2nd at 4:00. 
 
Finance:  
 
 Net income still exceeds expenses as of the end of September at $6,065.00. 
 
 
Mission: 
 
 November’s Joyful Noisy Offering will be November 4th and will go toward purchasing turkeys for the    

Thanksgiving Basket give-away at Trinity United Church of Christ in Gary. 
 Food donations are being accepted for the Thanksgiving Basket give-away. 
 
Nominating Committee: 
 
 New Elders have been nominated for 2019. They are Ellen Jackson, Sue Klett, and Carolyn Strickland. 
 New Deacons have been nominated for 2019. They are Chris Farrell, April Hughes, and Judy Misiuk. 
 
Outreach and ONA (Open and Affirming):  
 
 Truth was October 28th with more than 20 people in attendance. It was a good inaugural event. 
 
Personnel Committee: 
 
 We are working on a Safe Church Policy.  
 
Property & Maintenance Committee: 
 
 Fall Clean-up Day with Boy Scout Troop 908 was Saturday, October 27th. 
 
Stewardship: 
 
 Pledged income is important 
 We are excited about the EYA grant. 
 Consecration Sunday is November 11th. 
 
Worship and Music: 
 
 We planned for World Communion Sunday, All Saints Day, and the first Sunday of Advent. 
 The sanctuary will be decorated for Advent on Sunday, November 25th. 
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 1 
   8:30 - Fellowship at 
             Round the Clock 
 10:30 am - Qigong 
  5:00 pm - Worship &  
                    Music 
   6:30 pm - Property 
                     Meeting 
 

                               

 2 
 7:00 am - Westchester 
                   Meals 
 9:00 am - Al Jackson,  
                   Lessons 
  8:00 pm - AA &  
                    Al-Anon               
 

     

                     

 3 
 
 

 4  All Saints Sunday 

   9:00 - Chancel Choir 
               Rehearsal 
   9:15 - Sunday School  
 10:30 - Worship Service 
 10:40 - Birthday 
               Celebrations 
 12:00 - Youth Group 
 4-5:30 - Community  
                Dinner 
 
Daylight Savings Ends 

 5 

  7:00 am - Westchester 
                    Meals 
  4:30 pm - Stewardship 
                    Meeting  
 

 
 

 
 

 6 
 10:00 am - Westchester 
                     Meals  
                     Board 
                     Meeting 
 10:15 am - Bible Study 
 6:30 pm - Personnel 

                     Meeting  
 

    

 7 
  7:00 am - Westchester 
                    Meals 
   11-1 - Cindy Shelhart  
               Office Hours 
  6:00 pm - Jubellation 
                    Ringers 
                    Rehearsal 
  7:00 pm - Troop 908 
 

 8 
  8:30 - Fellowship at 
             Round the Clock 
 10:30 am - Qigong 
 
 

  
  
 
 

 

 9 
  7:00 am - Westchester 
                    Meals 
  9:00 am - Al Jackson,  
                    lessons 
  11-1 - Cindy Shelhart 
              Office Hours 
  8:00 pm - AA &  
                   Al-Anon               

 
 

 10 
  5:00 pm - Youth 
                    Group  
                    Bonfire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 11    
   9:00 - Chancel Choir 
               Rehearsal 
   9:15 - Sunday School  
 10:30 - Worship Service 
 11:30 - Consecration 
               Sunday Lunch 
 
 
 

 
 

 12  
 
 7:00 am - Westchester 
                    Meals 
 6:30 pm - Finance Mtg.   
 
  
 
 

 
 

 13   
 10:15 am - Bible Study   
   7:00 pm - Hope Circle 
 
 
  
  
 

 14  
  7:00 am - Westchester 
                     Meals 
10:15 am - Staff Mtg.   
  11-1 - Cindy Shelhart  
              Office Hours 
  6:00 pm - Jubellation 
                    Ringers 
                    Rehearsal 
 7:00 pm - Troop 908 
  

 15  
  8:30 - Fellowship at 
             Round the Clock 
 10:30 am - Qigong 
   6:30 pm - Outreach &  
                     ONA Mtg. 
 
 

 16   
 7:00 am - Westchester 
                   Meals 
 9:00 am - Al Jackson,  
                   Lessons 
  11-1 - Cindy Shelhart 
              Office Hours 
 6:30 pm - YOGO 
 8:00 pm - AA &  
                   Al-Anon               

 17 
 
 
 

 18 
   9:00 - Chancel Choir 
               Rehearsal 
   9:15 - Sunday School  
 10:00 - Jubellation 
               Ringers  
               Rehearsal 
 10:30 - Worship Service 
 12:00 - Youth Group 
 
 

 19 Pastor Aaron Out 

  7:00 am - Westchester 
                    Meals 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 20 Pastor Aaron Out 
   7:00 pm - Council Mtg.    
 
                    
 
 

 21 Pastor Aaron Out 
 7:00 am - Westchester 

Meals 
  11-1 - Cindy Shelhart  
              Office Hours 
  6:30 pm - CYM Mtg. 
 7:00 pm - Troop 908 

 22 Pastor Aaron Out 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office is closed! 

 23 Pastor Aaron Out 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office is closed! 

 24 Pastor Aaron Out 
  

 25  Pastor Aaron Out 

   9:15 - Sunday School  
 10:30 - Worship Service 
 11:30 - Decorating the 
               Sanctuary 
 
  

 26 

  7:00 am - Westchester 
                    Meals 
12:30 pm - Mission  
                     Meeting 
 

 

 

 27 
 10:15 am - Bible Study   
   6:30 pm - Deacons  
                     Meeting 
                  
 
 

 28 
 7:00 am - Westchester 

Meals 
  11-1 - Cindy Shelhart  
              Office Hours 
  6:00 pm - Jubellation 
                    Ringers 
                    Rehearsal 
 7:00 pm - Troop 908 

 29 
  8:30 - Fellowship at 
             Round the Clock 
 10:30 am - Qigong 

 30 

 7:00 am - Westchester 
                   Meals 
 9:00 am - Al Jackson,  
                   Lessons 
  11-1 - Cindy Shelhart 
              Office Hours 
 8:00 pm - AA &  
                   Al-Anon               

   

 

 


