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Did you know sermons were in 
German until 1917? After we  

entered the war, the  
government decreed sermons 

had to be in English.   

Free Community Dinner 
Sunday, October 13th 
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Menu  
Ham sliders, chili, chicken noodle soup, 

veggie tray, and cobbler. 

All are welcome!  

 

 
St. John’s United 

Soup Challenge 

October 20th 

Enter your soup in a friendly competition 
to win bragging rights for having the  

best soup at St. John’s United Church. 
 

After select judges determine the best 
soup, all soups will be served for lunch 

following worship service. 

There will be a $5 entry fee which  
will benefit the Westchester 

Neighbors Food Pantry. 
 

Fall Clean-up Day 
Saturday, October 26 

8:00 a.m.  -  12:00 p.m. 

Please join your St. John’s friends and 
Boy Scout Troop 908 to help clean the 
church. Whether you can spare an hour 
or two or even the entire morning, we 

would love to see you there. 

 
Hope Circle 

Tuesday, October 8th 
7:00 p.m. in the 

Yoder Room 

Hope Circle is the gathering of women who 
desire to form a deeper understanding of  
the Bible and to form deeper friendships  

with and to provide encouragement to our 
“sisters-in-Christ”.   

 
The focus of our bible study is not on  
intellectual learning, but on actually  

understanding what the Bible is teaching and 
living it out in our lives.  We do this by asking 
questions, sharing real-life stories of how the 
Word has impacted us, and discussing our 

struggles of faith. 
 

This year we are using the book, Attitude Is 
Your Paintbrush It Colors Every Situation  to 
guide our discussions.  Please join us on the 

2nd Tuesday of the month.  
  

If you desire, you may bring a snack to share. 
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Dear St. John’s United, 

 
It was my pleasure to formally invite 9 new members into St. John’s United Church on September 8.  Here is a little 

bit about them: 
 

Sean and Tiffany Kilroy live in Ogden Dunes. They met at the United States Air Force Academy, where they 

studied for their undergraduate degrees. Sean is now a director of project management while Tiffany is a mental health 

therapist. Harper is in fifth grade and Declan is in second. They like to spend time at the beach, go running, play in a 

band called The Ticks, and Sean is the gourmet chef of the family. They enjoy the Open & Affirming, friendly nature 

of St. John’s United Church. When searching for a church, they viewed my YouTube videos online and thought 

they’d come and see us live! 
 

Stephanie and Lisa Merritt live in Hammond. Stephanie and Lisa both studied at Hyles-Anderson College.  

Stephanie works in the Hammond Police Department while Lisa works for Aqua-tots. They have two grown sons, An-

drew and Zachery. They like bike riding, photography, reading, shopping and Cubs games (I guess I’ll forgive them).  

They have been attending St. John’s United for about a year, and they are very happy to be in an Open & Affirming 

Church. Their thoughts and comments in our new members’ classes reminded me that our notions of God are always 

evolving, and that change can be a good thing. 
 

John and Jullya Molburg live in the open country between Chesterton and Valparaiso. Their schools include 

University of Illinois and Carnegie Mellon. They are living the retired life. Their children are Erin, Natalie, and Colin 

Molburg, and Justin and Courtney Nooner. Their hobbies include inventing and building tools and devices, music,  

bicycling and canoeing. They found St. John’s United through an internet search and have been attending worship 

since this spring. John sometimes writes on a bulletin as to show me his thinking. I will never forget that I got to    

baptize Jullya on the day everyone joined the church!   
 

Courtney “Coco” Nooner lives at home with her parents, John and Jullya Molburg. She has overcome great 

health obstacles to be with us today, and we are so glad that she has! She loves children and has been very helpful 

with our St. John’s children downstairs after children’s chat. She has a service dog named Sawyer, who has also been 

to church. In our new members’ class, I learned that Courtney has a steady and practical faith, knowing that God loves 

us all. 
 

Jimie Vance and Karen Otto are making the transition from Chicago to living full time in Duneland over the 

next few years. Jim studied at University of South Carolina while Karen went to Iowa State. Jimie is retired from   

corporate sales and has been overseeing the renovation of their lakeside house while Karen works at executive search 

firm WittKieffer. Their children are Jimmy Vance and Valentina Vance Tucker. Jimie golfs and Karen works 

out. Sometimes they stay in with Netflix, other times they go out with friends. They come to us from Fourth         

Presbyterian in downtown Chicago, and in our new members’ classes they asked astute and challenging questions. 
 

Please welcome these folks before, during or after worship. 
 

Sincerely,  

Aaron 
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October Food Pantry Item 
 

Missions will be collecting Canned Fruit for 
the month of October. 

 
 

 
Diane Wrigley  October   1 
Ross Blythe  October   5 
Sydney Sawyier  October   6 
Kayla VanNostran  October   7 
Ryan Eash  October 10 
Patricia Jackson  October 16 
Carolyn Strickland  October 16 
Bryanna VanNostran  October 18 
Judith Sawyier  October 19 
Rob Klett  October 22 
Caroline Ban  October 24 
Chloe Eash  October 24 
Laura Blythe  October 25 
Richard Eshenaur  October 27 

Real. Life. Truth. 
Sunday, October 27th, 4:00 p.m. 

The Spa/Speakeasy  
333 N. Mineral Springs Road  

Porter, Indiana 
 

Join us for our storytelling ministry 
where we will hear true stories from  

people’s lives, enjoy music, and spend 
time together. 

 
Our topic is: 

Fear 
There is a cash bar. Children are  

welcome with childcare provided. 
 

All are welcome! 

 

 

We will be welcoming again this year a visit from 
the Thanksgiving Turkey to our service on  

Sunday, October 27, and the announcement  
will be made regarding the Thanksgiving  

Basket Giveaway at Trinity United  
Church of Christ in Gary.   

 
We are asking for donations of cans of green 

beans, corn, and cranberry sauce as well as boxes 
of Jiffy cornbread mix and macaroni & cheese 

starting October 27 through November 17. New 
this year, we will also be collecting bunches of 
celery and bags of fresh onions and potatoes.  

The noisy offering will go toward the  
purchase of fresh turkeys by Trinity Church.   

 
This worthy cause will provide holiday meals  

to needy citizens of Gary and  
surrounding communities. 

 
Gratefully, the Mission Committee 

Thanksgiving Basket  
Give-Away at Trinity  

United Church of Gary 
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Consecration Sunday Is Coming 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view 
the money Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such  
congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their 
relationship with God by supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a  
percentage of their incomes. 
 
Our congregation’s finance committee has selected the New Consecration Sunday  
Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous  
giving in our stewardship education emphasis this year. 
 
New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give 
for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to  
receive. Instead of treating people like members of a social club who should pay dues, we 
will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of  
discipleship. New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and  
systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God  
calling me to give?”  
 
During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and  
members to make their financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent,  
and educational ministries in this community and around the world. 
 
Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily 
by attending morning worship on Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel 
strongly opposed to completing a card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one 
feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card. 
 
We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning  
worship our guest leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration,  
climaxed by members making their commitments as a confidential act of worship. 
 
We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration 
Sunday team and governing board members. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask 
people to complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and  
commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship. 
 
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events. 

The Stewardship Committee 

November 10 
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Jim Vance & Karen Otto Coco Nooner and  
Jullya and John Molburg 

Lisa and Stephanie Merritt Sean & Tiffany Kilroy 
Harper & Declan 
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On behalf of the children and 
youth of St. John’s, I’d like to 
thank everyone who made the 

new Sunday School area  
possible.   

 
Your prayers, donations and hard 
work have made the area a safe 
and welcoming place for today 

and years to come. 
 

Carolyn Strickland 



 

A special thank you from the children 

to Carolyn and Joel Strickland 



 

Dedicating the Sunday 
School Park Area in 

memory of Elaine Pell. 

Blessing the 
New Sunday 
School Area.  
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Church Meeting Minutes 
Each month our church committees meet to help improve our church in many ways. 

We will try to keep you updated on the exciting events happening in our church.  
 
 
 
 

Christian Education (CYM): 
 
 A Sunday School Open House is set for October 27th from 12:00 - 1:30. 
 A self-serve snack station is being used for the Sunday School classes. 
 The chalk boards and white boards are a hit with the kids. 
 CYM will hold its monthly meetings on the third Sunday at 11:45. 
 
Deacons: 
 
 The Community Dinner will be October 13th. 
 Nineteen tablecloths were purchased for the Fellowship Hall 
 Cookies will be purchased for the Sunday School Open House. 
 
Fellowship:  
 
 The Soup Challenge will be October 20. 
 Advent plans are in the works. 
 
Finance:  
 
 Year-to-date net income is still positive. 
 A preliminary budget for 2020 will be prepared. 
 
 
Mission: 
 
 The Westchester Neighbors Food Pantry item for October will be canned fruit.  
 The Walking Warriors team will walk at the Alzheimer’s Walk in Michigan City on October 5th. 
 Our September noisy offering collected 214.09 for the Alzheimer’s Association. 
 Our noisy offering will be October 27th and will go to Trinity United Church in Gary to purchase fresh turkeys.  
 
Outreach and ONA (Open and Affirming):  
 
 Our next Real. Life. Truth. event will be Sunday, October 27. The theme will be “Fear”.  
 Real. Life. Truth. collected $110.45 for the Alzheimer’s Association 
 We met our EYA Grant Goal! 
 
Personnel Committee: 
 
 Annual reviews of church personnel have been scheduled. 
 The committee is still working on training materials for staff and teachers regarding Safe Church Policy. 
 The committee will be meeting on the 1st Thursday at 6:30 each month. 
 
Property & Maintenance Committee: 
 
 The telephones have been repaired by Comcast. 
 The operating system on the church computer has been upgraded. 
 Alateen (an AA group for teens) will begin meeting every Monday at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall starting      

October 7. 
 
Stewardship: 
 
 Consecration Sunday is set for November 10th. 
 
Worship and Music: 
 
 A baptismal towel was purchased. 
 Advent banners will be created. 
 Christmas decorations are being discussed. 
 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  1 
  2:30  pm  - Music 
                       Ministry  
                       Instruction 
  6:30  pm - Outreach & 
                      ONA Mtg. 

 
 
 
 

  

 2 
 7:00 am - Westchester 

Meals 
  11-1 - Cindy Shelhart  
              Office Hours 
 6:00 pm - Jubellation 
                    Ringers 
                    Rehearsal 
 6:30 pm - Confirmation 
                    Class 
  7:00 pm - Troop 908 
 

 3 
  8:30 -Fellowship at 
             Round the Clock 
 10:00 am - Bible Study 
   5:00 pm - Worship & 
                     Music Mtg. 
   6:30 am - Qigong 
   6:30 pm - Personnel 
                     Committee 
                     Mtg. 
. 
 

 4 
  7:00 am - Westchester 
                    Meals 
  8:30 am - Al Jackson,  
                     Lessons 
  11-1 - Cindy Shelhart  
              Office Hours 
  8:00 pm - AA &  
                    Al-Anon   
 
      
 

Pastor Aaron Out 

 5 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Pastor Aaron Out 

 6    
   9:00 - Chancel Choir  
              Rehearsal  
   9:15 - Sunday School/ 
              Youth Group   
 10:30 - Worship Service 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Pastor Aaron Out 

 7  
 7:00 am - Westchester 
                    Meals 
 4:30 pm - Stewardship 
                   Meeting  
 6:30 pm - Alateen 
 
  
 
 

 
 

Pastor Aaron Out 

 8 
  2:30 pm - Music 
                    Ministry  
                    Instruction 
  7:00 pm - Hope Circle 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 

Pastor Aaron Out 

 9  
  7:00 am - Westchester 
                    Meals 
   11-1 - Cindy Shelhart  
              Office Hours 
 7:00 pm - Troop 908 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pastor Aaron Out 

 10 
  8:30 - Fellowship at 
             Round the Clock 
  6:30 pm - Qigong 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Aaron Out 

 11 

 7:00 am - Westchester 
                   Meals 
 8:30 am - Al Jackson, 
                   Lessons 
  11-1 - Cindy Shelhart  
              Office Hours 
  8:00 pm - AA &  

             Al-Anon    
 
 
 

Pastor Aaron Out 

 12 
  

 
 

 13   
  9:00 - Chancel Choir  
              Rehearsal  
  9:15 - Sunday School/ 
              Youth Group   
 10:30 - Worship Service 
 10:40 - Birthdays   
               Celebrated 
   4:00 - Community 
               Dinner 
 
 

 14 

 7:00 am - Westchester 
                   Meals 
 5:30 pm - Finance Mtg. 
 6:30 pm - Alateen  
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 15 
  2:30 pm - Music 
                    Ministry  
                    Instruction 
  7:00 pm - Council Mtg.    
    

  
                  
 
 
 

 16 
 7:00 am - Westchester 

Meals 
10:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
   11-1 - Cindy Shelhart  
              Office Hours 
 6:00 pm - Jubellation 
                    Ringers 
                    Rehearsal 
 6:30 pm - Confirmation 
                   Class 
 7:00 pm - Troop 908 

 17 

  8:30 - Fellowship at 
             Round the Clock 
 10:00 am - Bible Study 
   6:30 pm - Qigong  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 18 

 7:00 am - Westchester 
                   Meals 
 8:30 am - Al Jackson, 
                   Lessons 
  11-1 - Cindy Shelhart  
              Office Hours 
 8:00 pm - AA &  
                   Al-Anon  
 
 

 

 

 19  
   

 20   
   9:00 - Chancel Choir  
              Rehearsal  
   9:15 - Sunday School/ 
              Youth Group   
 10:00 - Jubellation 
               Ringers  
               Rehearsal 
 10:30 - Worship Service 
 11:30 - Soup Challenge 

 21  

 7:00 am - Westchester 
                   Meals 
 6:30 pm - Alateen 

 

 22 
  1:00 pm - Missions 
                    Meeting 
  2:30 pm - Music 
                    Ministry  
                    Instruction 
  6:30 pm - Deacons’ 
                    Meeting 
 
 
 

 23 
 7:00 am - Westchester 

Meals 
  11-1 - Cindy Shelhart  
             Office Hours 
 6:30 pm - Confirmation 
                   Class 
 7:00 pm - Troop 908 
 
   

 24 
  8:30 - Fellowship at 
             Round the Clock 
 10:00  am - Bible Study 
   6:30  pm - Qigong  

 25 
 7:00 am - Westchester 
                   Meals 
 8:30 am - Al Jackson, 
                   Lessons 
  11-1 - Cindy Shelhart  
              Office Hours 
 8:00 pm - AA &  
                   Al-Anon               

 26 
 8:00 am - noon 

 Fall Clean-up Day! 
 

 27 
    9:00 - Chancel Choir  
               Rehearsal  
    9:15 - Sunday School/ 
               Youth Group   
 10:30 - Worship Service 
 12:00 - Sunday School 
               Open House 
   4:00 - Real. Life. Truth. 

 28 
 7:00 am - Westchester 
                   Meals 
 6:30 pm - Alateen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 29 
  2:30 pm - Music 
                    Ministry  
                    Instruction 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 30 
 7:00 am - Westchester 

Meals 
  11-1 - Cindy Shelhart  
              Office Hours 
 6:00 pm - Jubellation 
                    Ringers 
                    Rehearsal 
 7:00 pm - Troop 908 
 

 31 
  8:30 - Fellowship at 
             Round the Clock 
 10:00 am - Bible Study 
   6:30 pm - Qigong  

   

 


